Field testing of the movement assessment of infants.
The purpose of this study was to compare the test results of normal 4-month-old infants on the Movement Assessment of Infants with the published Movement Assessment of Infants a priori profile. We tested 50 healthy 4-month-old infants (24 white, 20 black, 6 other races) on 65 Movement Assessment of Infants items, encompassing the categories of muscle tone, primitive reflexes, automatic reactions, and volitional movements. The total-risk score was a sum of categorical risk scores. A between-group analysis of variance showed that the total-risk scores did not differ significantly by sex or race. Thirty percent of the infants we tested had total-risk scores greater than 7, which differed significantly from the 15% in the original Movement Assessment of Infants data. On 18 of the 65 Movement Assessment of Infants items, more than 15% of our study sample had risk scores that differed from Movement Assessment of Infants profile normative scores. The results of our study suggest that the current Movement Assessment of Infants profile may not accurately reflect the normal motor behavior of a 4-month-old infant. Suggestions for revising the Movement Assessment of Infants are made that could improve the reliability and validity of the test.